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" Well, your reverence," said Pat, " we b*ve got wh»t 
w» wanted thii night, anyway." 

And ao they were going away, but Jem stopped; 
"your rererence," aaid he, " if the bleated Apostle was 
going to da what was wrong, why was that put in the 
Bible?" v 

"To show us," said Mr. Owens, "how great the 
temptation is to worship other beings besides God ; and 
to show us what need all men hare to watch against a 
sin that even an apostle might fall into, if he was not 
warned ; and to show us, too, that we might not follow 
e»en an apostle against the words of Christ — ' The Lord 
thy God shalt thou adore, and him only shall thou 



** I see now, your reverence," said Jem ; " and I see 
ir"* ao use to pray to angels, when the angel knows his 
d«ty better than to take our prayers. Sure enough we 
must worship God only." 

"And remember, too," said Mr. Owens, "that if we 
want to be heard, we are to pray in the name of Jesus 
Christ, and trusting to him as our mediator, and then 
we hare his promise to hear us." 



SHALL ROME HAVE THE EXCLUSIVE CON- 
TROL OF EDUCATION ? 
I* a former number of this publication, we put to 
Soman Catholic laymen the important question, whe. 
Iher it was for the advantage of this country, morally 
and politically, that the Komish priesthood should ob- 
tain the exclusive control over the education of the 
laity. We endeavoured to point out to tliem that 
the answer to that question shoulTl be determined by 
the actual results which had followed from their success 
in securing this great object of their policy in other 
countries ; and we cited the example of Italy to show 
that there, at least, degradation, moral and political, 
bad resulted from their success. The argument, how- 
ever, which we then urged, must, to a great degree, 
depend, not on the example of one nation or one 
country, but on the uniformity of results that hare 
flowed from the same causes ; and the country to which 
we would next call our nailers' attention is Spain. 

Among all the great nations of Europe, there is 
not one in which the domination and control of the 
Bomish priesthood has been carried to such an height 
of power and collusiveness as in Spain. The birth- 

5 lace of Dominick and Ignatius Loyola, of Francis 
[avier and of Alphonsus l.iguori, the four most me- 
morable saints canonized by Rome in modern times, 
her rulers, influenced by their spirit, were ever ready 
to compel submission to Rome by the power of the 
sword. From her ports issued forth the invincible 
Armada that was to destroy heresy in England, and 
her armies were arrayed by the side of the forces of 
the League, to crush the Huguenots in France. For 
the education aud instruction of the Spanish people 
in the do^mai of Rome, an ecclesiastical establish- 
ment had been created and endowed, which numbered 
in its r.mks at least one-thirtieth of the whole po- 
pulation of the country; and the teaching and control 
of this vast army of ecclesiastics whs enforced by the 
dungeons and auios da fe of the terrible Inquisition. No 
book unsanctioned by that tribunal could circulate in 
Spain ; and so jealous was it of the slightest contami- 
nation of heresy, that even the epithet of " learned." 
applied to a heretic author by the most orthodox of 
their own writers, was rigorously expunged, lest it 
•hould be supposed that any heretic was rightly called 
«o. In Spain then, at least, the Roman Catholic Church 
had full and complete sway over the national mind ; and 
If her teaching does, indeed, produce as its fruit that i 
righteousness which the inspired wisdom of Solomon ' 

tells us exalteth a nation, what country in Europe 

what nation in the world — should have attained tht 
same height of moral and political grandeur, and re- 
tained it, as long as the Spanish monarchy ? 

In contrasting the past and present condition of the 
Spanish monarchy, we will avail ourselves of the elo- 
quent description given by Mr. Macaulay. in one of his 
brilliant essays. After describing the vast extent and 
power of the Spanish empire in the sixteenth century, 
when the Spanish monarch ruled over the whole Penin- 
sula, over Naples ant! Sicily, over Holland, Flanders, 
and Franclie Comte, and when a boundless empire in 
America poured its treasures into her bosom, and every 
neighbouring nation trembled for its independence, he 
thus proceeds — •• The ascendancy which Spain then had 
in Europe was, in one sense, well deserved. It was an 
ascendancy which had been gained by unquestioned su- 
periority in all the arts of policy and war. In the six- 
teenth century, Italy was not more decidedly the land of 
the fine arts. Germany was not more decidedly the land 
of bold theological speculation, than Spain was the land 
of statesmen and of soldiers. The character which 
Virgil has ascribed to his countrymen, might have been 
claimed by the grave and haughty chiefs who sur- 
rounded the throne of Ferdinand the Catholic, and of 
his immediate successors. That majestic art ' regere, 
Imperio populos,' was not better understood by the Ro- 
mans, in the proudest days of their republic, than by 
Gonsalvo and Ximenes, Cortes and Alva. The skill of 
the Spanish diplomatists was renowned throughout 



Europe. The sovereign nation was unrivalled both in 
regular and irregular warfare. The impetuous chivalry 
of France, the serried phalanx of Switzerland, wert 
alike found wanting when brought face to face with the 
Spanish infantry. In the wars of the New World, where 
something different than ordinary strategy was required 
In the general, and something different from ordinary 
discipline in the soldiers — when it was every day neces- 
sary to meet, by some new expedient, the varying 
tactics of a barbarous enemy, the Spanish adventurers, 
sprung from the common people, displayed a fertility of 
resource, and a talent for negotiation and command, to 
which history scarcely affords a parallel." 

Such was the eminence attained in the arts of war 
and government by the Spaniards of that age; nor were 
they wanting in the liberal arts and sciences. Frescott, 
in his history of that period, observes : — 

" The Castilian scholars of that age may take rank 
with their illustrious contemporaries of Italy. They 
could not, indeed, achieve such brilliant results in thu 
discovery of the remains of antiquity, for such remains 
had been long scattered and lost amid the centuries of 
exile and disastrous warfare consequent on the Saracen 
invasion. But they were unwearied in their illustra- 
tions, both oral and written, of the ancient authors : 
and their numerous annotations, translations, dictiona- 
ries, grammars, and various works of criticism, many 
of which, though now obsolete, passed into repeated 
editions in their own days, bear ample testimony to the 
generous zeal with which they conspired to raise their 
contemporaries to a proper level for contemplating the 
works of the great masters of antiquity, and well en- 
titled them to the high eulogium of Erasmus, that 
' liberal studies were brought, in the course of a few 
years, in Spain, to so flourishing a condition, as might 
not only excite the admiration, but serve as a model to 
the most celebrated nations of Europe." The Spanish 
Universities were the theatre on which this classical 
erudition was more especially displayed. Academies of 
repute were to be found in Seville, Toledo, Salamanca, 
and Alcala, and learned teachers were drawn from 
abroad by the most liberal emoluments. At the head 
of those establishments stood the illustrious city of Sala- 
manca. Such was its repute, that foreigners as well as 
natives were attracted to its schools, and at one time 
7,000 students were assembled within its walls. Nor 
was this devotion to literature confined to the pursuits 

of classical literature ; the same historian adds: **A 

similar impulse was felt in the other walks of know. 
ledge. Jurisprudence assumed a new aspect under the 
learned labours of Montalvo. The mathematics formed 
a principal branch of education, and were successfully 
applied to astronomy and geography. Valuable trea. 
tises were produced on medicine, and on the more 
familiar practical arts, as husbandry, for example. 
History, which since the time of Alphonso X., had been 
held in higher honour and more widely cultivated in 
Castile than in any other European state, began to lay 
aside the garb of chronicle, and to be studied on more 
scientific principles." Nor did this literary ardour and 
progress fail in producing the more permanent works 
of genius. Soon appeared that wonderful work of 
genius that has made the name of Cervantes and the 
achievements of Don Quixote familiar to every nation 
in Europe. Then, too, Caldcron almost rivalled in 
fertility of intellect our own immortal Shakspeare. 
To these might be added a host of other names which 
rendered the Spanish literature of that day a worthy 
rival of that contemporaneous literature of England, 
which boasted the grrat names of Shakspeare and 
Spenser, of Bacon and Raleigh. But while the English 
literature of the Elizabethan era was but the glorious 
dawn of that bright day of literature and science of 
which we have not yet seen the close, the Spanish 
literature of the same period was only a meteor 
light, which shot up brightly, indeed, at first, but, 
having long since passed away, has only made" 
the succeeding darkness more gloomy and intense. 
For two centuries Spain has not produced a single name 
eminent in literature or science. Alone, of all the na- 
tions composing the great European confederacy, Spain 
has sent no contribution to the numerous and various 
discoveries of modern times. The names of Newton, 
Laplace, Liebnitz.Tycho Br.iche, Kepler, and Gassendi, 
show that science has had its votaries in every part of 
Europe, except the Spanish peninsula. To the Spinish 
mind the discoveries of Newton brought no light ; for 
they were the discoveries of an heretic, and therefore 
could not enlighten an orthodox son of the Roman 
Church. Those universities which the piety and libe- 
rality of Isabella founded or enlarged, have all disap- 
peared, save S ilam inca ; and that celebrated seat of 
learning like Spain herself, exhibits only the melan- 
choly decay which has come over all Spinish greatness. 

A modtrn traveller, speaking of it, says " The days 

of its collegiate glory are long since past by, never to 
return. Its walls are now silent, and grass "is growing 
in its courts, which were once daily thronged by at least 
8,0U0 students— a number to which, at the present day, 
the population d<>es not amount " 

Nor has it been only on the literature of Spain that 
blight and decay hnvc fallen. Where is now the mighty 
empire, on whose vast possessions the sun never set, and 



at whose greatness the other nations trembled ? The 
sixteenth century saw Holland revolted and indepen- 
dent. The middle of the seventeenth century saw Por- 
tugal assert its independence ; whilst Flanders and 
Franche Comte were wrested from the Spanish crown. 
to increase the strength of France. The close of tha 
tame century saw the whole of the Spanish monarchy 
pass under the dominion of the grandson of Louis XIV. ; 
and, for the next century, Spain was but an humble sa- 
tellite, following, in peace and war, the politics of tns> 
French court. One-half of the nineteenth century hast 
now passed. It has seen Spain rescued from French 
invasion by the bayonets of an heretic army. It has 
seen almost the whole of the vast empire in America, 
throw off their allegiance to the mother country, and es- 
tablish independent republics. Whilst Spain itself, for 
the last twenty years, has been the prey of anarchy and 
civil war, to be succeeded only by the domination of s> 
successful military adventurer. No wonder, then, that 
all modern travellers unite in mourning over the sad lot 
of Spain. Struck, as they all are, with the wonderful 
advantages of a country intersected by great rivers, de- 
fended by noble mountains, rich with the most produc- 
tive mines ; having ports looking on every sea, and 
blessed with a climate fitted for every production — ad- 
vantages which had made it, when under the dominion 
of the Romans and the Moors, a garden of plenty and 
delight — when they see the picture of neglect and desola- 
tion, moral and physical, which the greater part of the 
Peninsula presents, the face of nature and the mind 
of man dwarfed and curtailed of their fair propor- 
tions; their inherent fertility allowed to run into vice 
and luxuriant weeds; the energies of her people misdi- 
rected ; their capabilities for all good converted into ele- 
ments powerful only for evil— no wonder they should 
mourn and lament over the change that has come over 
the fair vision, and abhor and denounce the blighting 
superstition which, for centuries, has placed the ban 
of its curse on all knowledge and all learning 
which did not pander to its own exclusivenes*. 
Yes, to preserve to Spain an exclusively Roman Catho- 
lic population, to have none but Roman Catholio 
judges, and a Roman Catholic army; to permit access) 
to no literature except Roman Catholic literature. wa» 
the grand object of political wisdom in Spain - Philip 
II. declared that he would rather lose all his domi- 
nions than be the sovereign of a single heretic. For 
this the Jews were banished, the Moors were expelled, 
and the Protestant heretics of Holland driven into * 
successful rebellion. In truth, Spain affords the most 
striking example of the effects which this system will 
produce, when it is pursued consistently through all it* 
practical consequences to inquisitions and acts of faith. 
The progress of all nations necessarily depends upon 
activity of mind, and upon the advancement of know- 
ledge. ' The arts of navigation and war, the results of 
the most profound and sublime researches jf science, 
can never long flourish when knowledge is not ardently 
and boldly cultivated by many minds. A priesthood 
who claim exclusive control over the education of the 
laity, soon usurp a jurisdiction over sciences the most 
remote from their own peculiar province, and forbid 
their cultivation. 

It is no wonder that no mathematician should hare 
arisen in Spain, after the fate which Galileo experienced 
from the Inquisition in Italy. Spain had not, and still 
wants engineers, because she had no mathematician t 
and she had no mathematician because she had an In- 
quisition. She could not pro6t by the discoveries of 
foreign nations in the arts and sciences, because the 
Inquisition and Index Expurgatorius excluded all lite- 
rature that did not recognise the infallible right of 
Rome and her priests to dogmatize on all branches of 
human learning and knowledge. 

The void created by the expulsion of the Jews and 
the Moriscoes might have been supplied by the natural 
progress of population ; but what could revive the spirit, 
the curiosity, the sense of security, the ardour of men- 
tal enterprise, which had been extinguished by the ex- 
ample of their expulsion ? To give the Church of Spain 
and its priests entire and complete control, the mind of 
the people was emasculated; and the government, which 
at their instance, made the exercise of the understanding 
penal, soon found itself without statesmen, without offi- 
cers, and without seamen, and fell into that state of 
wretched d; bility which is but a just retribution for it! 
cowardly intolerance. 



AN ACCOUNT OF THE TRIAL OF SIGNOR 
AMEDEO BERT, VAUDOIS PASTOR OF TURIN. 

[Translated from the original Italian.} 

He wm summoned by the editor of a paper called the Ullramontanm 

(which is considered to he the nrean of the Jesuits ), on account of aa 

article lie had written in anwhir paper, answering a calumnious 

attack upon the Protestant faith. 

On Saturday (10th July, 1852), I was conducted to the 
Auilicnrv-liall of the tribunal, and made to seat myself 
on a bench which had been occupied a few minute* 
before by five or six felons, who hail received condemna- 
tion, and were led away by the carhineers as I entered. 
I remained for five hours upon this seat of the guilty. 
My article was immediately read aloud, in which, 
after giving a sketch of the Lutheran reformation, I said — 
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"From that epoch the Protestant worship was received 
by many people who were wearied with the ceremonial 
and spiritual yoke of Koman Catholicism, ami eager for a 
religion not of human policy or corrupt and false 
doctrinebut of, the pure anil divine religion of the 
Gospel, Hence it is that millions of Protestants are 
found in the world— anil with them progress and civiliza- 
tion in the highest degree. And the reformation of the 
sixteenth century would certainly have made still further 
conquests (since its object was only to free men from the 
yoke of superstition, and to conduct them to religious 
liberty), but for the obstacles of imperial absolutism, 
the .Inquisition and the order of Jesuits. So powerful 
■were these obstacles that, after the first part of that 
century, in which so many abandoned Romanism, the 
religious movement stopped, and, except a few indivi- 
dual conversions, liome retained all the nations which 
had not already deserted her. The number of Pro- 
testants did not materiall v|incrense. The truth, therefore, 
did not make progress, nor did liberty and civilization ; 
for political institutions cannot improve, in any im- 
portant degree, till both the people an 1 their rulers 
understand their true interests — till, in short, the prin- 
ciple is everywhere recognised that religion is a thing 
of conscience, and not to he interfered with by gover- 
nors, except so far as to preserve public order. 

" We must confess, however, that the ignorance and 
coarse-mindedness of the people in general serve to in- 
stigate their spiritual rulers to keep them in religious 
slavery, so that they — innccent and imbecile instru- 
ments of the pride, avarice, and other passions of those 
rulers — bind chains round themselves, and, instead of 
seeking to enjoy the inestimable blessings of religious 
liberty and a firth of their own, they prefer believing 
without reflection whatever they are told. 

" It is also true that, in the present state of Europe, 
many nations are (apparently) unable to do without a 
religion of pomp and ceremonies, and that, according to 
the opinion of many, if they should lose such a religion 
they would fall into infidelity, bcir.g unfit to raise them- 
selves to a purer and more spiritual faith. 

"But have Protestants a different disposition from Ro. 
man Catholics? Arenot all men brethren ? Was not the 
Gospel, in its most spiritual form, adapted in the earlier 
ages to both east and west? Surely, then, what is good 
for one nation is good for another. Therefore, the 
spiritual Christianity which Protestants now profess 
may become the religion of the Italians, since they have 
no less natural inclination for the truth than any other 
nation. The Gospel is Catholic, is universal; let it 
then be Catholic for all people." 

This extract finished, the criminal counsel accused 
me— 

1st. Of having excited contempt for the religion of 
the State, by saying " that the people were wearied with 
the ceremonial and spiritual yoke of Koman Catholi- 
cism, and eager for a religion not of human policy, and 
corrupt and false doctrines." 

2ndly. Of having said " that the Roman Catholic 
religion was opposed to civilization, saving that in the 
present state of Europe," fcc. 

Srdly. Of having proclaimed it " a religion of igno- 
rance," saying that " a spiritual Christianity might 
become the religion of the Italians." 

Having mads numerous digressions upon the lights 
and influence of Catholicism and the respect due to it. be 
concluded by urging that I should be condemned to two 
months' imprisonment and a line of four hundred livres. 
The President then asked if I had anything to say in 
my defence ? 

I rose and said — That I had chosen an advocate to 
defend me legally ; I had, therefore, nothing to say, ex- 
cept that I had been aimed at by the ultra-Catholic 
journals, in the falsest accusations, which pointed me 
out as a rationalist, a man without religion, &c; so that 
it might well be said — " If such he the shepherd, what 
must be the sheep ?" That I paid no attention to all 
this as long as I was alone in the cause, knowing that a 
public man cannot satisfy all. and that his duty is sim- 
ply to continue in the way of conscience and loyalty. 
But when his religion is attacked —when the morality 
of his flock is called in question— then he ought no 
longer to be silent; silence heeomes a crime. Where- 
fore, after six or seven months of abuse and vitupera- 
tion against us, I took my pen to enlighten the public, 
whose business it was to pronounce judgment. One 
thing was certain, that as soon as the Vaudois were 
Authorized by the government to erect their church in 
Turin, a torrent of insult and calumny was |Niured 
forth against then, by the journals of the ultra-Koma. 
nists, and that I was bound to reply, not with a view 
of irritating them or throwing contempt on their reli- 
gion, but merely to neutralize the injurious effect 
which might result from so much abuse of" us. We, 
the Waldenses, were citizens of the State ; our worship 
was not only tolerated but protected, and we had a right 
to be respected. 

For the rest, I was, indeed, convinced of the truth of 
my religion, but without intolerance ; my writings and 
sermons, and even the accused article, breathed a spirit 
of charity, and lecommended Christians, of various per- 
suasions, to have no strife but in love, knowledge, and 
good works. That I did not believe that any magis- 



trate could really condemn me ; but I was ready to 
submit res[wctfully to any penalty it might be thought 
needful to inflict, for as the Waldense ministers are 
bound to preach obedience to the law, so they ought to 
set the example of it; and if they have transgressed, it 
is just they should be punished. 

The Advocate Jecchio, minister of public works, and 
my counsel, now spoke : — 

He observed — First, that the Waldenses have a right 
to a church in Turin for public worship, which had 
been authorized by the ministry alone, without a meet- 
ing of the Chambers. That, if public worship is sanc- 
tioned, it follows that it is both a right and a duty for 
the pastors to spread their faith both orally and in 
writings, and to combat contrary opinions ; this does 
not involve a scandal against the State religion. That 
no attack against it had been made by Signor Bert, 
and nothing even said which could be subversive of 
the decisions of the Council of Trent. 

That, on the other hand, the Romanist journals had 
put forth the most scurrilous abuse of Protestantism, 
ami it was the duty of Signor Bert, both as a Protestant 
and as a pastor, to repel attacks which came even from 
the bishops of the State. 

He then proceeded to read some extracts from the 
journals in question : — 

The Armonia journal expressed itself thus, in the 
number for the 22nd of August, 1851 : — 

" The Protestants, then, will have their temple at 
Turin, and there all that is perverted in the capital 
will congregate, to hear preaching in which will 
be propounded all that is most poisonous against 
Catholicism." 

•' What is the Protestant religion but the fruit of 
northern sophisms, the worship of audacity anil lasci- 
viousness, which spring up amongst the Germans?" 

" A Protestant temple at Turin: this is to call the 
stranger among us — to call do»n the refuse and scan- 
dal of Germany ; it is to throw open ourState to barba- 
rian and intolerant sects, to degrade the dynasty of 
Savoy, whose highest merit it is, to have combatted 
these barbarian and ruinous doctrines. It is, in short, 
an insult to our statutes to Italy, to our King." 

In the number for the 28th of February, I8j2, are 
found these expressions: — 

" The Protestant religion only aims to persecute and 
kill whatever does not follow it. If any Protestant is 
merciful, this is not the fruit of Protestant doctrines, 
but of a mind naturally disposed to good, and formed 
by study and education ; or, more frequently, it is the 
result of fear; they dare not put forth in all their ful- 
ness the doctrines which are brooding in their hearts, 
until they feel themselves strong enough to defend by 
force of arms what their pen expresses." 

Nearly at the same time, the Echo of Mint Blanc ex- 
prestei itself as follows : — 

" The erection of a Waldense Church, at Turin, is 
an intrigue prepared, not with a view of raising up a 
place of prayer and religious instruction, but to create a 
focus for disorder and demoralization." 

" The only dogma of the Protestants is, to kill the 
Pope and the King." 

" The Piedmontese people do not deserve such an in- 
sult as that of allowing Protestantism to exist at their 
side." *• Wherever it (Protestantism) penetrates, all 
it does is to spread ruin and bloodshed over the coun- 
try." " To admit Protestantism is to approve the 
preaching of every kind of folly, disgraceful wicked- 
ness and monstrosity." 

The Cathotico of Genoa says, amongst other things, 
that 

" The government, in authorizing the erection of the 
Waldense temple at Turin, contaminated the capital 
with that abominable, opprobrious worship." 

And, finally, passing over much more abuse and con- 
tinued revilings, this is the manner in which the Lord 
Bishops of the Stale, in tiieir protest to his Majesty 
against the erection of the new temple at Turin, have 
expressed themselves on the subject of the Waldense 
religion — 

'■ Vanity, ignorance, love of novelty, and immorality, 
have availed themselves of the erection of the temple to 
scandalize good Catholics, to spread everywhere indif- 
ference on religious matters, and conduct the people by 
little and little to Atheism, the final, necessary, and 
fatal consequence of the spirit and miud of Protes- 
tantism." 

The Advocate then proceeded to observe that M. 
Bert, in the accused aricle, hail, indeed, narrated the 
corruption, the ignorance, and the abuses of the Komisli 
religion, and especially in the times of Luther, on the 
occasion of the sale of indulgences; but these are things 
of public notoriety, and Signor liert was not guilty in 
saying what every one knows. Not that the Christian 
religion — the infallible Word of God — can U<tlf be cor- 
rupted ; but fallible men ruin and corrupt, in their 
speeches and writings, even the religion of the Lord. 

That, finally, Signor B-*rt is well known for his 
moderation and tolerance — which is shown even in the 
article in question H<i then demanded that 1 should 
he acquitted free of all cost; but the tribunal, before 
deciding on my case, determined to consider the cause 
of the editor of the journal, who had inserted an article | 



in the same number of the " Progresso," written by a 
so-called Ugo Belfiore, on Roman Catholic prayers, 
images, and worship of the saints; for which he, like 
me, was prosecuted. 

In fact, this Ugo Belfiore (an Italian and Roman 
Catholic emigrant) had unmasked, with much spirit, 
first, the absurdity of prayer in a language not under- 
stood by the people; secondly, the impiety of worship- 
ping the saints, which is only the old Pagan folly re- 
stored, under another name, in Romanism ; thirdly and 
fina'ly, the gross superstition with which God is repre- 
sented by images, while a worship is paid to the images 
themselves, as if there was something Divine and ador- 
able in them. 

The council for the editor then proceeded to speak. 
He first dwelt on the injustice of having waited eight 
months before proceeding to the public prosecution of 
the two cases; for such productions are good or bad 
according to the tide of public opinion at the moment. 
These two articles, which might be acquitted eight 
months ago, because they were conformable to the then 
state of public opinion, might now be condemned, merely 
because that public opinion had somewhat changed. 

Secondly, For the rest, nothing had been written 
inconsistent with the respect due to the State religion ; 
for even the Council of Trent hail declared that the 
Church might substitute the vulgar tongue for Latin in 
prayers and preaching, if it seemed to her a good and 
desirable thing. * 

Thirdly, As to the worship of saints, the Council of 
Trent willed that men should have recourse directly to 
God, in the name of Jesus Christ, as a just and Chris- 
tian practice; for God is not like the princes of tins 
world, who have representatives through whom access 
to them is obtained. Many abuses on this point pre- 
vailed, and Belfiore had pointed out some of them ; but 
the Council of Trent had exhorted men to destroy 
abuses, and had also commanded that no images should 
be made of the Most High, and no superstitious vene- 
ration paid to any, as if they had any virtue in them- 
selves. Belfiore was, then, in accordance with the rea 
desire of the Church of Home. 

The counsel then demanded, as Jecchio had done, that 
his client should be acquitted. 

At the end of half an hour, the following sentence 
was pronounced by the tribunal : — 

"Whereas, though in the article, entitled 'Is the 
new Waldense Temple a School of Immorality ?' some 
strong expressions may be found, it appears that the 
author was excited to them by the outrayes poured 
forth by the press against the Protestant religion — of 
which he is the pastor— in this capital ; but no expres- 
sions can be found which contain any direct or indirect 
attack on the religion of the State; and with regard to 
the article, entitled, ' Prayer according to the Romish 
Church,' although it is innocent of the imputed crime 
(of aggression against the State religion), still the offen- 
sive comparison between our religion and that of the 
Pagans, and the degrading remarks on some of the) 
saints, are likely to occasion scandal. 

" Therefore, the Pastor Amadeo Bert and the Editor 
(the Advocate Grassi) are declared not guilty of the 
imputed scandal, and acquitted free of cost ; but the 
editor (in consideration of the offensive words in the 
said article, [Belfiore's]) is condemned to five days' ar- 
rest and fifty -one lire fine." 

1 consider that the cause of liberty of conscience has 
thus gained an important victory. If we had written 
these articles in Naples, Rome, or Tuscany, we should 
have been sent to the galleys .... The five hours I 
spent at the bar of the accused were, for me, five hours 
of real happiness. I thank the Lord for it, with all my 
heart ; and hope I may ever be enabled to defend our 
cause, in Piedmont, with moderation, truthfulness, and 
freedom, and be ready to suffer any penalty, if I can 
but be favoured to promote, more and more, the sacred 
cause of civilization through the Go.-pci. 



THE ELECTIONS— A DIALOGUE. 

John Tom, did you give your vote for Father M 

at the election ? 

Tom 1 don't quite understand what you mean, John ; 

surely the priest did not stand for the county ? 

John No, Tom. 1 did not mean that; but did you 

not hear that Father M told us all, the Sunday be- 
fore the election, that we were to vote for him, and for 
God, and for our holy religion ; and that if we did not, 
we should be despised and shunned in this world, and 
eternally miserable in the next? and said that he would 
not give the rites of the church, when they were dying, 
to any that voted against his man ; and, after mass, he 

said — Let those that intend to vote for and 

heaven, go to the right, and those that are going to vote 

for and hell, go to the left, and afterwards 

sent men round to all the boys' houses, to tell us not to 

ilare to vote for any one but Mr. ; and the men 

told us that we might look sharp if we voted any way put 
the way he wished, for, if we did, we had better not 

show our face in the market at C , and, coming 

winter, perhaps, our corn and hay would be burned, 
and maybe our houses too; and you know they 
smashed the windows of two or three that they were in 



